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Dear Parents/Carers,                      
 
Welcome back to the start of the new academic school year. We hope you have all had a 
wonderful summer break.  
We have started the term by encouraging the children to think about what they would like to 
achieve this year and introducing them to the idea of a growth mindset (as opposed to a fixed 
mindset) to achieve it. A growth mindset comes from the belief that your basic qualities are things 
you can cultivate through effort. Although people differ greatly – in aptitude, talents, interests, 
or temperaments –everyone can change and grow through application and experience. We will 
be exploring growth mindset ideology this term with the children and sharing our work with you 
throughout the year. 
  
Staffing news 
 
We welcome Ms McKenzie-Green and Miss Green to the teaching team and we are delighted to 
welcome back Mrs Louise Dougherty, our school cook, after a long period of absence. We wish 
her continued good health as she returns to work this term. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with Mrs Ann Waldron, our school administrator, who has been 
unable to join us for the start of term due to a very recent family illness.  
 
Friday family celebration worship  
Our first Friday worship will be on Friday 15th September at 9am where we will be introducing the 
new school ambassadors. Everyone is welcome to attend.  
 
Meet your new class teacher 
On Friday 15th September from 2.30pm, there will be an opportunity for you to meet your child’s 
new class teacher and to find out about the learning for this term. If you are unable to attend, 
please look out for your child’s class newsletter next week which will contain this information. 
 
Fort update 
It has been wonderful to see the children’s excitement this week as they have seen the huge 
developments over the summer. Unfortunately, the wet weather during the holidays has delayed 
the completion of the project which was scheduled for the end of August.   
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Dates for your diary     
 
Wednesday 12th September – Y6 Swimming starts 
Friday 15th September- 9am family worship 
Friday 15th September- 2.30pm meet the teacher  
Monday 18th September – Atomic Science club starts  
Friday 29th September- 10am Macmillan coffee morning - tbc 
Tuesday 17th October- Parent consultation evenings 
Wednesday 18th October- Parent consultation evenings 
Wednesday 18th October-school individual photos – more details to follow 
Friday 20th October – Last day of term 
Monday 30th October- INSET school closed 
Tuesday 31st October – First day of term 
Friday 10th November – 9am Remembrance Worship 
Sunday 12th November – Remembrance Service at Church 
Friday 17th November- flu vaccines for Y1-Y3 more details to follow 
Tuesday 19th December – Last day of term 1.30pm 
 
Morning procedures 
On arrival at school, please say goodbye to your child in the school playground so your child can 
go straight into class on their own and begin their early morning activities. Foundation stage 
parents only are allowed to the classroom door. If you have a message for a class teacher, 
please leave it with the school office, there is a red communications book on the table for any 
messages should Mrs Haynes or myself be unavailable. 
We still strongly encourage everyone to use the village hall car park in the mornings and after 
school.  
 
Books Wanted for School… 
After the very successful response last year, we have decided to repeat this event, please see 
the attached information, all donations can be dropped off next week, and there will be a 
collection box on the school playground. Thank you to Mrs Croker for helping to organise this 
again. 
 
School clubs 
After its popularity last year, ‘Atomic Science’, will run on Mondays after school from 3.15-
4.15pm. A leaflet with further information has been sent home this week.  
Premier Sport will be running a sports club after school on Wednesday and a letter will follow 
shortly with further details. 
 
School office hours 
We will endeavour to be as efficient as always, but please be patient with us over the next few 
weeks as the office hours will be limited to Tuesday- Thursday when Mrs Haynes is in school.   
 
School tuck shop 
The tuck shop is available every morning break selling a variety of snacks for your child to buy if 
you wish.  Children can bring up to 50p per day to spend in the tuck shop. 
A healthy snack is still provided for all key stage 1 children every morning and children in key 
stage 2 are welcome to bring in a piece of fruit from home if they wish.   
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Student Update Forms 
These will be arriving home with your child tomorrow Friday 8th September. Please read the 
current information carefully and update any details (especially contact numbers and email 
addresses which we use regularly to contact you), so that our records are as accurate as 
possible. In order to make the end of school procedures even more effective, we would like to 
introduce a password (1 per family) for collection of children at the end of the school day. This will 
operate when someone new to the school may be collecting your child and will enable us to verify 
the adult. Please could you add a password to the bottom of the student update form for your 
child, which will be kept confidentially. Please continue to inform the school office when there are 
any changes regarding your child.   
 
Home school agreement forms 
The home school agreement forms will be attached to your student update form. Please spend 
some time discussing the agreement with your child and return a signed copy of the form with 
your child’s student update form via the school office post box by Friday 15th September. Thank 
you.   
 
Message from Mrs Ralph 
Dear Parents 

I write this note to you all as you are returning to a brand new exciting term. 😊 

Thank you all so very much for the most generous gifts and the wonderful and moving send-off you gave 
me.  It has been such a joy throughout the years working with you all and I look forward to hearing how 
the children progress throughout their years at Kirtlington School.   
 
I wish you all a happy, healthy and positive future. 
 
With much love 
Sue Ralph 

 
 
Wishing you an enjoyable weekend and we look forward to another exciting year working closely 
together for the benefit of all the children at Kirtlington School. 
 

Miss Williams and the team 

 
 
 


