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18th July 2018                         

School value:  Individuality                                    
Christian value: Humility  
 
Dear Parents/Carers,     
 
Well, what a  few weeks of celebrations to end the school year, starting firstly with our amazing 
WOW/Topic events, our Year 6 performance of Edith’s Wartime Scrapbook and the Year 6 
leavers service in Church. This afternoon the children had a surprise tea party for Miss Green 
and Miss Jenkins sharing their favourite moments about the year. 
 
Thank you to everyone who was able to support our sports day event last week and make it such 
a success. Congratulations go to the Emerald house group who were the overall winners and the 
school sports day cup will proudly display their team colours in the entrance hall. There was a 
great display of sportsmanship and team spirit throughout the event and well done to all of the 
children for taking part.      
 
A special thank you goes to the families who were able to loan us a gazebo and help keep the 
children shaded.  
 
Sporting News 
Congratulations to Philip, Ben, Lorenzo, Riley, Aaron, Harry, Owen and Tobin who won a place in 
the County finals of the West Oxfordshire U11 Kwik Cricket tournament held on Wednesday 11th 
July.  They won 3 of their 4 games, but sadly that was not enough to go through.  The boys all 
played brilliantly as a team and represented our school superbly.  Well done boys!   
 
News from the classes  
Learning highlights from the year 
 
Rowan Class 
We’ve had a very busy year, learning about all sorts of things. We enjoyed discussing important 
events in class and at the beginning of the school year we followed Prince George starting school 
for the first time. He really was just like us - wearing his school uniform, carrying his lunch box 
and holding his dad’s hand. We’ve also learnt about people in the past, such as Florence 
Nightingale (the lady with the lamp) and the important role she played in the history of hospitals. 
More recently we learnt about two special brothers (The Wright Brothers), the pioneers of flying 
through the air (which I’m sure some of us might be doing this summer). Not forgetting our school 
nativity, which we all enjoyed particularly performing in front of our parents. Finally, our topic over 

mailto:office.kirtlington@kirtlington.oxon.sch.uk
http://www.kirtlington.oxon.sch.uk/


                 
 

Headteacher:  Louise Williams                        Chair of Governors:  Sara Carey                  School Business Manager: Alie Haynes                            

 

the second half of the summer term has been dinosaurs and fossils, which the children and the 
teachers have particularly loved. We made some amazing dinosaur fossil tiles and we’re 
presently, designing and creating our very own dinosaur! 
 
Willow Class 
During our Tribal Tales topic, Willow Class enjoyed a trip to Avebury where they learnt about the 
stones. They looked at how life changed during the Paleolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic periods. 
They enjoyed the Christmas trip to see ‘Wind in the Willows’ at the Creation Theatre in Banbury 
and produced some excellent descriptive work as a result.  
During the topic ‘Wriggle and Crawl’ the children spent a lot of time in the forest doing bug hunts 
and learning about mini-beast habitats.   
The children enjoyed a fascinating visit to Christ Church Cathedral where they learnt about the 
patron saint of Oxford, St Fridswide, and saw the hall used in the filming of the Harry Potter films. 
They received visits from other Christian denominations such the Quakers and Catholics.  
During the topic ‘Scrumdiddlyumptious’ they designed and made their own smoothies and during 
the topic ‘Gods and mortals’ they have learnt about Greek myths and written their own. They are 
finishing the term with a ‘Greek’ Day. 
 
Oak Class 
Wow! We have enjoyed three diverse topics this year and we have developed so many skills and 
learnt so much. Our first topic was ‘Road Trip USA!’ where we learnt about the geography of 
America and the Native Americans and their amazing customs and traditions. Our highlight has 
to be our ‘innovate day’ where we shared the stories that we had written around the camp fire in 
the forest. We painted our faces, wore headbands that we had made and performed our own 
Native American music. 
Our second topic was ‘Stargazers’ where we really focused on our science skills. We will never 
forget learning all about the first lunar landing, building and launching our own rockets for an 
important test mission and analysing Martian soil at Wychwood School. 
Our final topic was ‘Pharaohs’ where we developed our history skills. We found out about 
powerful pharaohs, grandiose gods, Ancient Egyptian’s beliefs about after life and about the 
important discoveries of Howard Carter. The highlight of this topic was when we performed our 
own original Ancient Egyptian inspired play scripts. Each of us came up with completely different 
ideas and we worked hard to put together a first class performance for parents and the school. 
 
Holly Class 
We were Gallery Rebels in the autumn term and visited the Ashmolean Museum in Oxford to 
explore portraits. We learnt about the different ways artists represent the human form and we 
looked for clues within portraits – what could the clothing, facial expression, body language, 
objects and colours tell us? We used this knowledge to create our own portraits. First, we 
considered what we would wear that would represent us, what significant objects might be in our 
portrait and what our pose would be. One person chose to wear her gymnastic kit and do the 
splits! We took photos, made sketches, and then worked with acrylic paint on canvas to create 
our self-portraits. They were fantastic! Throughout the term, we studied lots of different artists 
and used a variety a different media, culminating in our very own Holly Art Gallery. We were the 
tour guides who took our friends and family on an informative journey through a diverse range of 
art work inspired by artists from Warhol to Hokusai – and the highlight, our own self-portrait.  
Our second topic was Darwin’s Delights which focused on developing our scientific and 
geographical skills. We went on an exciting expedition with Charles Darwin and his crew on the 
HMS Beagle. We plotted his journey around the world and we studied the magical Galapagos 
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Islands and the amazing species that helped Darwin develop his theory of evolution by natural 
selection. We designed travel brochures for the modern tourist and held our own pop up café 
where we prepared a South American menu for our families to enjoy. 
Our final topic was A Child’s War where we developed our history skills.  We learnt why nations 
were at war during WWII and we empathised with child evacuees, who made long journeys from 
their homes and families, and learnt why cities were destroyed in the Blitz. We cooked up recipes 
on rations as we ‘dug for victory’ and we took cover from the air raids in our Anderson Shelters. 
The fun-filled finale was our performance of ‘Edith’s Wartime Scrapbook’ where every turn of the 
scrapbook’s page rekindled a memory of Edith’s life during the war: being an evacuee, the Home 
Guard, the blackouts and the arrival of the American soldiers. 
 
House group winning  
The winning team for this term is Emerald with 907 points. The other totals are:  
Diamond 550 points, Ruby 700 points and Sapphire 783 points. As a reward, the Emerald team 
will be able to wear non-school uniform on Monday 16 July. 
 
Year 6 Leavers Assembly 
Congratulations to Bailey who was awarded the Friendship Cup and to Madison who received the 
Christian Values award at the Year 6 Leavers Assembly.  
 
Class attendance award 
Well done to all of the children in Oak Class.  Years 4 & 5 scored the highest year group 
attendance rates for term 6.  All of the children will receive house points for their house groups as 
a reward.   
 
Six children will be receiving a special certificate and house points as they have achieved a total 
of 100% attendance during the year.  Very well done to Madison, Owen, Daniel, Lucy, Seth and 
Charlotte! 
 
Last year our attendance rate for the whole year was 97.20% which was in line with the national 
target and meant we were green flagged by both the Local Authority and Department for 
Education. 
 
Our school target for this year is 97% and currently our overall school attendance to term 6 is at 
96.61%. 
 
Staffing news  
After many years the Pre-school children, staff and committee wished Judy Grimshaw a bon 
farewell yesterday as she enters a new chapter in her life working in the world of horticulture. 
Judy has been part of our school community for over 12 years and we will miss her greatly.  
 
At the end of the year, we will be saying farewell to Ms McKenzie Green and wish her well as she 
spends more time with her family. We will be confirming you of Ms McKenzie Green’s 
replacement in due course. 
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Dates for your diary  
Friday 20th July-  School/KSF end of Year BBQ & uniform sale 5.30-7.30pm 
Monday 23rd  July-  Whole school trip to Hill End 
Monday 23rd July-   Year 6 leaver’s party 
Tuesday 24th July-  Term Ends 1.30pm 
Thursday 6th September-  8.40am start of term 
 
Clubs for September 
We are in the process of confirming our clubs for September, it is expected that the following 
clubs will be running, please look out for booking information in due course 
 

Monday 
3.15 – 4.15pm 

Tuesday 
3.15 – 4.15pm 

Wednesday 
3.15pm – 4.15pm  

Thursday 
3pm – 4.15pm 

Atomic Science Computer Explorers Dance Club - TBC Tag Rugby 

Children in Year 1 - 6 Children in Year 2 - 6 Children in Year 1-6 Children in Year 2 - 6 

Starting Monday 17th Starting Tuesday 18th  Date to be confirmed Starting Thursday 20th 

    

 
Unfortunately Art Club will be unavailable until at least November, however hopefully Art Club will 
start when the course of Atomic Science finishes. 
 
KSF 
Thank you to everyone who has supported the many KSF events this year but special thanks go 
to the KSF committee who have had another extremely successful year. The school has received 
nearly £3,000 in order to update their reading schemes this year.  This has been raised through 
various events, such as the Bake for Books sales. 
 
The committee work incredibly hard behind the scenes to organise each event and I would like to 
pass on my special thanks to them, as well as, Bethan Hilsdon who has led the committee so 
well over the last three years.  
 
It is with much sadness that we will be saying goodbye to some of the committee members and 
Bethan as they stand down at the end of term. The work of the KSF is extremely vital to the 
school during this time of ever decreasing school budgets and is essential in helping us meet 
some of the challenges we face as a small school. If you are keen to find out more about how 
you could be involved, please speak to one of the committee members (Jess Jenkins 
(Treasurer), Debbie Perry (Secretary), Kate DeVilliers (Vice Chair), Lucy Emmerson, Olivia 
Houselander, Victoria Miller, Alison Law, Kay Usher, Jackie Croker, Alison Brown, or speak to 
myself or Bethan for more information.    
 
Finally, as the end of term is nearly upon us, we would like to thank everyone who has 
volunteered their time and attended the many events and activities we have held this year. We 
would like to thank you all for your support this year and give a special thank you to the children 
for all their hard work, for the great progress they have made in their learning and for making this 
school a very special place to learn and work.  
 
The team and I wish you all a safe and enjoyable summer holiday, 

Miss Williams and the team 
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PHOTOS 
 

What a wonderful week we’ve had!! 
 

 
Sports Day 
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Oak Class WOW event 

 
 
 

Willow Class WOW event 
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Year 6 Play Performance 
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Year 6 Leavers Service 

   
 
 

 
 
 


