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Heyford Road 
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Oxon OX5 3HL 
Telephone (01869) 350210 

 
E-mail: office.3500@kirtlington.oxon.sch.uk 

Website: www.kirtlington.oxon.sch.uk. 

 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Hello everyone, I cannot believe that it is Summer already – where has the year gone? That said, 
the clocks have gone forward, the days are growing longer, and the weather is certainly getting 
warmer. We would like to say a heartfelt thank you to all the parents and carers who have 
supported us, and the children in their learning this year – they have all made great progress 
since the start of the academic year.    
 
As always, if you ever you have any concerns or queries that the office can’t help you with, then 
we will always make time to meet with you. 
 
 
Well-being  
“What colour are you, today?” is the question we will keep asking, as we continue to develop our 
understanding and skills using the zones of regulation. 
 
We will continue to support the children’s mental health using the new Discovery programme of 
study – looking closely at being healthy in both body and mind.  
 
Last term, we had an assembly introducing ‘Restorative Practice’ to the whole school – some of 
the children in Oak class modelled how to have a ‘make it better’ conversation, after a 
misunderstanding. We will continue to give children across the school the tools to talk and listen 
with empathy and understanding. 
 
 
Catch up 
We will continue to identify gaps in learning and will arrange interventions to support the children 
who need to catch up. Some of this will be whole class teaching and some will be in small groups 
to address specific issues. 
 
If you have any concerns regarding your child’s progress, missed learning or general confidence, 
please let me know. 
 

 
Curriculum 
As geographers and historians, we will be taking a trip back in time to the 1500s. Exploring 
questions like: What sort of man would order the beheading of his wife? Was she really that bad? 
Travel back in time to the 1500s and meet the terrifying Tudors, a domineering dynasty that 
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changed our history. Discover an opulent court where dancing and singing goes hand in hand 
with swift falls from favour, and even swifter falling of heads. Develop your painting skills in 
miniature, solve riddles and remember to protect your precious neck with a large white ruff, if you 
want to survive at Tudor court. Flex your detective muscles and become a criminal investigator. 
Will you find out the facts or will the evidence from the past bemuse you? How will you find the 
accused, innocent or guilty? It’s your turn to take part in one of the most famous trials that the 
world has ever known.  
 
 
English  
 
Reading 
 
Thank you to all the parents who have and continue to help create our new school library – 
already we can see it taking shape. Also, a big thank you to all the parents that took the time to 
fill out the reading questionnaire – leaving some helpful questions and comments. 
 
Some parents have asked for clarity on how to use the reading records effectively, so here is a 
quick rundown: 
 
Find the relevant week – or just carry on from the last place you read and recorded. 
Add the date and then initial. 
After reading, record the page numbers covered. 
Now turn to the front of the book and find the example question starters. 
Pick one, for example: 
Looking questions: Which porridge did Goldilocks eat first? 
Thinking questions: How did the little bear feel when he got home? 
 
Asking questions about the text is a great way to develop your child’s skills in inference and 
textual understanding. 
 
You can write a comment or not – sometimes you may want to record some feedback on how 
your child’s reading was or whether they shared an insight during/after reading.  
 
Please continue to use the Reading records provided. They are part of a school wide initiative to 
improve standards in reading by helping parents/carers to have access to the type of questioning 
we use during Reciprocal Reading sessions in school. We have certificates and stickers to 
celebrate your child’s reading at home and at school – please see the instructions on the final 
page.  
 
If you look through the reading records, your child can review their favourite books and keep a 
running list of all the amazing reading they have done. The reading records have been very well 
received by colleagues from other schools, with our School Improvement Partner taking a copy to 
show her team back at her school. 
 
Writing 
As non-fiction writers, we will be writing newspaper and magazine articles. We are being inspired 
by the short film The Lighthouse (not that one). After developing our skills as reporters, we will 
then write reports about important historical events and people. 
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As creative writers, we will be writing historical fiction, set in the world of the Tudors. Additionally, 
as playwrights, we will analyse a Shakespearean play, then develop our skills in writing and 
performing.  
 
 
Maths 
As mathematicians we will continue to work through the White Rose scheme – plugging gaps by 
being active learners with a focus on developing our knowledge of number facts. In Year 6 there 
will be an ongoing focus on SATs preparation, then leading to more opportunities for mastery 
through investigations and exploration of concepts such as circles and Pythagoras’ theorem.  
 
Years 4 and 5 will continue to have support from Mrs Baker and Mrs Langrish. They will be 
following the White Rose scheme of learning with additional active learning sessions. The 
curriculum focus this term will be space, shape, decimals/fractions and data handling. 
 
In Oak class, we are fortunate to have some excellent online resources. In addition to Mathletics 
home learning challenges, we will also continue to use Times Table Rockstars. It is very 
important that the children develop a confidence and fluency with all times tables that will help 
them to understand many areas of mathematics, namely: fractions, percentages; division and 
multiplication.   
 
Active Learning 
We will supplement our English and Maths lessons with ‘Active Learning’. This is a programme of 
study that gets the children outside to learn practically and in a fun manner. Where possible, we 
always make the effort to be practical in Science and Geography sessions. 
 
Home learning 
Home learning will be set on a Friday and should be given in on a Wednesday so that there is 
time to mark it and address any misconceptions before the next week’s home learning is set. 
Home learning will generally be set on Google classroom, but it sometimes may take a different 
format. Please continue to support your child with daily reading and in learning their spellings. 
 
PE 
Oak class PE will take place on a Monday and a Friday afternoon. The children should come to 
school in their PE kit which they will stay in for the whole day. This will avoid the need for children 
changing clothes in school. The children learn PE from our PE scheme of work, ‘Real PE’, which 
aims to create positive relationships with physical activity for life. Whenever possible, PE will take 
place outside so children will need to wear tracksuit bottoms and a sweatshirt.  
 
Forest Schools 
After SATS, year 6 will have forest school. 
 
Making Contact 
Should you need to contact us about any matters arising, please contact the school office and 
they will make sure that mail is re-directed: office.3500@kirtlington.oxon.sch. 
 
Please be aware that any messages sent may not be seen until later in the school day or after 
school as we are often busy with classroom duties and teaching earlier in the day. In all cases, 
we will endeavour to reply to you within 3 working days, within school hours. Obviously if the 
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matter is more urgent, for example about attendance or changes to the routine of collecting your 
child then you should contact the school office or speak to one of us at the end of the day. 
 
 
 
Reminders 
 

 School starts at 8:40, with the gates opening at 8:35. The school gates close at 8:50 and 
registers are taken at this time. If you arrive after 8:50 your child will be marked down as 
arriving late for the day. 
 

 Packed lunches – please can we remind you that the school requests that packed lunches 
do not contain nuts – as we do have children in school who have life-threatening allergic 
reactions to them. We also ask that grapes and cherry tomatoes included in lunch boxes 
are cut in half to help prevent choking.  
 

 Snack – Children are welcome to bring a healthy snack for playtime. 
 

 Absence and sickness – please let the office know if your child is not attending because 
they are ill. Also, please note that Health Protection Agency guidance states that children 
should not return to school for 48 hours after the last episode of either sickness or 
diarrhoea. Obviously in the current climate please do not bring your child to school if they 
have a temperature, a cough, have lost their sense of smell or have any other symptoms 
that could be associated with COVID-19. 
 

 Hair – please can you ensure that long hair is tied back. This helps ensure children’s 
safety when using climbing equipment etc. and it also curbs the spread of head lice. 
 

 Instruction for COVID-related illness and absence will be updated in-line with ongoing 
government guidance.  
 
We are looking forward to another wonderful summer term… 
 

 

Mr Protherough, Mrs Baker and Mrs Langrish 

 
 
Class Teachers 
 

 
 
 
 


